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T h e  In d ic a to r
A  Change and a Parting
Since N ovem ber of 1964, Books at Iowa has been  pub lished  tw ice 
a year by  the Friends of the U niversity  of Iow a Libraries. This 
issue, N um ber 65, N ovem ber 1996, w ill be the last. The staff of 
the U niversity  Libraries, a long  w ith  m em bers of the  A dvisory  
Board of the Friends of the Libraries, w ill be rev iew ing  all lib rary  
publications. The desire is to  create pub lica tions th a t p rov ide  in ­
te res tin g , in fo rm a tiv e , a n d  tim e ly  c o m m u n ica tio n s  w ith  the  
Friends abou t collections an d  services w ith  special features on 
how  F riends' su p p o rt is m aking  a difference in  the qua lity  of the 
U niversity  Libraries.
From  1964 u p  to the p resent, Books at Iowa has contained  
articles on m any  subjects includ ing  fine presses, Iow a au thors, 
English an d  A m erican literature, ch ild ren 's  books, A m erican  his­
tory, European  literature and  thought, science an d  technology, and  
the h isto ry  of the U niversity  of Iowa. T hrough  its pages, m any  of 
the notable books and  m anuscrip ts  on the shelves of the U niver­
sity L ibraries have been  described  for readers. M uch of the suc­
cess of the m agazine can be a ttr ib u ted  to F rank  Paluka, ed ito r for 
tw en ty  years, from  1966 to  1986. Special thanks are d u e  to  the 
U niversity  of Iow a faculty, L ibrary  staff, an d  g rad u a te  s tu d en ts  
w ho  w rote  articles over the years, an d  to  w rite rs  from  as far aw ay  
as A ustralia  w ho  con tribu ted  essays.
A ppropriately, in  th is year of the  Sesquicentennial of Iow a, all 
of the articles in  th is farew ell issue have  the  state  of Iow a as their 
focus.
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